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cMy dear friend,' said he, CI will give her them at once
if you like.'
cNo, for I don't want her to know anything of this ar-
rangement.'
'Very well; I will give you a paper in which I will agree
to pay her this sum when we part.'
'Unnecessary; your word as an Englishman is sufficient.
But as we are none of us masters of the future, promise me
that you will take measures to insure this sum to her at
your death.'
*I give my word.'
From that moment the Englishman fell more and more
deeply in love, and made the handsomest presents to Agatha
and her mother, presents which under other circumstances I
should not have allowed her to accept. She listened atten-
tively to my advice as to her conduct with her new lover,
and it is to these counsels that she largely owed her happi-
ness, for he made her fortune for her. She did not leave
the stage, however, for some time.
I was not a man to take gifts from another, but Lord
Percy found means to make me a splendid present.
I told him I thought of going to England, and should be
glad if he would give me a letter of introduction to the
Duchess his mother. He drew a portrait of this lady, sur-
rounded with superb diamonds, from his pocket, and handed
it to me, saying—
'There, my dear friend, is the best letter of recommen-
dation I  can give you. To-morrow  I will  write  to my
mother that you will present it to her in person, unless,
indeed, she begs you to keep it.'
\cHer Grace, my lord, will see that I aspire to that honour.'
TJ^ere are some ideas which would never occur except
to an^Englishman!
I parted from Agatha with tears, but her grief was
greater still.
I had met at Count Borromeo's house a certain Count
A. B. who conceived a violent liking for me. He dined and

